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Brightwater Site
Brightwater Grade 6 Inquiry Bank
1. Classroom Inquiry Unit of Study: Why is “diversity” important to our environmental, economic and social wellbeing?
Brightwater Inquiry focus:  How can a Brightwater experience help us to develop an understanding and appreciation of the diversity of living things in the natural prairie environment?
Related on-site Inquiries:
· How can learning about prairie ecology help us develop an understanding and appreciation of the diversity of living things in the Brightwater natural environment?
· What are some of the native animals and plants of the prairies?
· How have plants and animals adapted to living in the prairie eco-zone? 
· How did the diversity of native prairie plants and animals influence past cultures in the Brightwater area?
· How did past prairie cultures use native prairie plants for food, tools, shelter and medicines? 
· How can we use maps, compass and GPS to record the location of various native species of plants to better understand the importance of the diversity of plant life on the prairies?
· How can we develop an understanding and appreciation of the diversity of living things in the Brightwater environment through Art?

2. Classroom Inquiry Unit of Study: How does where we live affect who we are and who we might become?

Brightwater Inquiry Focus:  How would/does the First Nations ways of knowing nature and a Western Science perspective of the flora and fauna help me understand and appreciate what is prairie, why it is important to us and what is our responsibility  to it?
Related On-Site Inquiries:
· How can we describe and explain the diversity of living things we discover at Brightwater?
· Create your own classification system of components of prairie using Western Scientific classification systems and First Nations organization of nature.
·  What are some of the impacts we (humans) have on living organisms within the prairie grassland and aquatic ecosystems at Brightwater?
· If you belonged to a past culture that lived at Brightwater, where would be the best place to set up your camp? Why? How would you minimize your impact on the land?
· How and why did the Brightwater facilitators come to work at Brightwater? 
· How can storytelling and art highlight movement and/or behaviours of living things and reflect a worldview that values all living things?  
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