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June 27, 2006 – Public School Students Making Huge Gains in Literacy Skills





Thanks to Saskatoon Public Schools’ Literacy for Life initiative, Kindergarten to Grade 12 students in all public schools are making significant gains in literacy!





“Early learning and literacy is one of two key priorities for Saskatoon Public Schools,” says Dan Danielson, Chair of the Board of Education of Saskatoon Public Schools. “We are thrilled to see dramatic gains made by all of our students in the crucial skills of literacy.”


 


Literacy for Life has three main components: Just Read, the Early Literacy Initiative, and Read to Succeed.  Key findings for year two include:


All students have increased their amount of out-of-school reading by 42% over last year.  Public School students have read over two million books outside of school since Literacy for Life began two years ago!


Seventy-six percent of Kindergarten students know all lower case alphabet letters and 36% are reading at or above the beginning reading level.


Grade 1 students achieved, on average, a reading level of 2.3 Grade Level Equivalency (GLE).  This means these students scored as if they were in school for an additional three months.


In March, Grade 2 students achieved, on average, a reading level of 3.2 Grade Level Equivalency. A conservative projection for June is an average reading level of 3.5 Grade Level Equivalency.  This means these students scored as if they were in school for an additional five months!


Students in Read to Succeed classes (those who struggle with reading) showed an average gain of 1.5 Grade Level Equivalency.  The typical growth for these students in the past has been about 0.6 (six months) GLE.  In other words, many of these students have more than doubled their reading gains in one year!





Now ending its second full year, Literacy for Life is a three to six year initiative aimed at helping students develop strong literacy skills.  The overall Literacy for Life goal is to have all students, K-12, reading at or above grade level.





“We look forward with great anticipation to the third year of Literacy for Life,” says Dr. Jim Jutras, Director of Education.  “Public schools are equipping students for success in a world that demands highly literate citizens.  We are leaders in literacy.” The focus on literacy instruction for students in Kindergarten to Grade 2 will be expanded to Grade 3 in the new school year.  Support for Read to Succeed will be strengthened and Saskatoon Public Schools will continue to promote a love of reading through Just Read.  
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